


"FRIENDS OF EUROPE” PUBLICATIONS. 


No. 34. 


OBJECTS : 

1. To encourage effective co-operation for the pre¬ 
vention of war and the establishment of peace. 

2. To provide accurate information about Nazi 
Germany for use throughout Great Britain, the British 
Empire, the U.S.A., Europe and wherever the English 
tongue is known. 


HITLER THE MAN 

By 

ADOLF HITLER 

with a Preface 
by 

HENRY W. NEVINSON 


ISSUED BY FRIENDS OF EUROPE, 
122, St. STEPHEN’S HOUSE, 
WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W. I. 







NOTE : 

In this pamphlet an attempt is made to describe, 
from Herr Hitler’s own account, the forces which 
have gone to the making of his character and 
outlook. 

The writer of the Preface , Mr. Henry W. Nevinson , 
is a life-long German scholar, author of published 
studies of Goethe and Schiller, and who, not without 
a measure of admiration, made for thirty years 
under the old regime a careful study of the military 
life and organization of the Second Reich. He has 
always acknowledged a debt of gratitude to German 
Culture. It was Carlyle who led him to Germany. 
None has loved more than he to wander across the 
landscapes of the Fatherland, its lovely villages, its 
forests and its mountains. 

Like Lord Haldane, it may be said of him that the 
Germany of Music, Art and Literature, which man¬ 
kind will always love and admire, has been, through 
a career of valiant effort for the public good, 
his spiritual home. 


PREFACE 

THE CURSE OF HITLER 

By 

Henry W. Nevinson 

Everyone must admire the persistence and determination 
of a man who has worked his way up from being a builder’s 
labourer and house-painter to become the most powerful 
man of his race and the most powerful man in all Europe, 
even though his power is malignant. An abstract of Hitler’s 
personal story from his autobiography called “ Mein Kampf ” 
is given in this issue of " Friends of Europe/’ and here 
we see him rising with great rapidity on the strength of an 
enthusiasm that may be called ideal, aided by an unusual gift 
of eloquent and persuasive speaking to popular audiences. 
One notices at once that his enthusiasm and eloquence were 
in succession inspired by various forms of hatred. He hated 
the English, he hated the Japanese, he hated the French, 
he hated the Social Democrats, the middle classes, the 
Marxists, and above all he hated the Jews. Though an 
Austrian born, he hated the Austrians and their Hapsburg 
dynasty. From early years he was an apostle of hatred, a 
very bag of venom. 

What, then, did he love ? I suppose one may say that he 
loved the German race so long as it was not contaminated 
by any alien blood, whether British, French, Slav, Italian or 
especially Jewish. All these hatreds, slightly tempered by 
his one object of love, naturally drove him to adore war, 
especially the Great War aimed against the Allied nations 
who, as he believed, threatened to encircle the German race. 

The defeat of Germany in the field he attributes entirely 
to the cowardice of the middle classes and the pecuniary 
intrigues of the Jews. What he thought of the Kaiser’s 
flight and abdication I cannot say, though I know what I 
should have thought if I had been a German. But Hitler 
despised and hated the German Republic set up by the 
wisest men in the country, and on the ruins of the Republic 
he erected a dictatorship much on the model of Mussolini’s 
dictatorship in Italy. He thus gathered into his own hands 
a power far greater than the “All Highest” Kaiser had ever 
attempted to possess. 

And when in power, supported by armies of various names, 
he held his position by a system of persecution and brutish 
cruelty such as Europe had not witnessed since the worst 





periods of the Middle Ages. Nothing, even in those earlier 
times, has been seen so loathsome in brutality as the abomin¬ 
ations wrought upon honourable men and women who did 
not accept his doctrine of State supremacy as represented in 
himself. I have not the space to enumerate the barbarities, 
the tortures, the executions, even of his former friends, 
carried out in Germany by his direct order or with his 
outspoken compliance. Some indeed of these brutalities are 
unfit to be printed in any decent paper. 

The worst sufferings certainly were endured by the Jews, 
for whom he felt a peculiarly rancorous detestation from his 
youth up. That ancient race, from whom Europe has 
received so large a part of her religion, has nearly everywhere 
and at all times been persecuted and maligned, but under 
Hitler the persecution has reached its most hideous malignity. 
They have been tortured and imprisoned without trial and 
without mercy. They have been driven from their homes 
and their country as paupers into foreign lands, for other 
nations to tend and feed so far as is still possible. Misery 
has forced many to suicide, and I suppose that, with every 
suicide, Hitler rejoices because there is one Jew less in the 
world. But it is not only Jews who suffer. Everyone who 
does not bow the knee to the Hitler State is spied upon and 
lives in danger from day to day. I knew the tyranny under 
the old Russian Tsars, but hideous though that was, it now 
seems almost gentle and reasonable compared with the 
tyranny of Hitler. I wish Germans would heed the words 
of Nietzsche, the last of their poet philosophers, who wrote : 

“ The coldest of all cold monsters is called the State. 

Coldly it utters its lies, and this lie crawls from its mouth : 

I, the State, am the people.” 

I was at a German University. I know the German 
people well and have always liked and admired them until 
they fell, prostrate, before the bloodstained idol of Hitler. 
And this is the man who now is piling up every kind of 
armament with a view to the future war such as his frantic 
soul desires. He has become the greatest danger now 
existing in the whole world. Once we called the Kaiser 
" the mad dog of Europe.” In Hitler we now have a mad 
dog, far madder, far filthier, and exuding from his jaws the 

most deadly of all poisons. TT ... XT 

Henry w. Nevin§on. 


London, February, 1936. 


HITLER THE MAN 

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 
(As Related in 4< Mein Kampf”) 
By 

ADOLF HITLER 


Among his admirers, and they are many in Germany, 
Herr Hitler is the leader sent from God. The only names 
that occur to them by way of association are Martin Luther, 
Frederick the Great and Bismarck. Even these have become 
lesser stars in the German firmament. The most devout 
adore him as their living Christ. " Heil Hitler ” is for them 
an adoration of Totality. 

Politically, this “son of the people” has risen from the 
most complete obscurity to become Chancellor, Fiihrer, 
virtual President of the Reich, head of the Army, Navy and 
Air Forces, Chief Judge, and other appellations, all com¬ 
prised in the present leadership of Germany's Totalitarian 
State. 

In this study an attempt is made to present what can be 
called a spiritual portrait of this remarkable man. 

The materials used are taken exclusively from his auto¬ 
biography „ Mein Kampf.” What is sought is not the 
external detail of his life, but the author's own account of 
his personal qualities, his ideas, beliefs and convictions, and 
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how he came by them. His character and personality are 
outlined in the following aspects : 

1. The Evolution of Hitler as a Statesman. 

2. Hitler and the World War. 

3. Hitler and the Previous Rulers of Germany. 




I. THE EVOLUTION OF HITLER AS A STATESMAN 

The quotations used in the following text are front 
Hitlers German edition of (4 Mein Kampf ” 
throughout, with the pages indicated. 


Hitler the Boy. 

Early in his book Herr Hitler indicates how his youthful 
schoolboy mind was fired by the military exploits of Germany 
and how the fateful question came to him : Why are there 
so many Germans who do not belong to Germany ? 

(a) How Hitler Became a Nationalist. 

41 By ransacking the paternal library, I got hold of various books of 
a military nature, among them a popular account of the Franco-German 
War of 1870-71. It consisted of two volumes of an illustrated magazine 
of that period which now became my favourite reading. It was not 
long before this great heroic war had become my greatest spiritual 
experience. From then I revelled more and more in everything that 
had to do with war or in any way with soldiering. 

44 This was to be of importance for me in yet another respect. For 
the first time, however vaguely, the question thrust itself upon me : 
whether there was a difference between the Germans who fought in 
these battles and the others, and what that difference was ? Why did 
Austria not take part in this war ? Why not my father and all the others? 
Were we not the same as all the other Germans ? 

41 Did we not all belong together ? This problem began for the first 
time to stir in my little^ brain. When I cautiously enquired, I had, 
with secret envy, to hear the answer that not every German had the good 
fortune to belong to Bismarck’s Reich." (p.5). 
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He explains how his political struggles, while still at school, 
laid in him the vital and fanatical foundations of a Racial 
Nationalist. 

" I therefore had the opportunity already, in my comparatively early 
youth, of taking part in the conflicts of nationalities within the old 
Austria. Collections were taken for the 'Skidmark' and the ‘ Schul - 
Herein.’ We emphasized our convictions by wearing corn-flowers and 
the black-red-gold colours. We greeted each other with ‘Heil/ and 
instead of the Imperial Anthem of Austria we preferred to sing 
‘Deutschland, fiber Alles,’ in spite of threats and punishments. I was 
thus politically trained during a period when most of the subjects of 
a so-called National State knew little about their nationality except 
its language. It goes without saying that at that stage already I was 
not one of the lukewarm. In a short time I had become a fanatical 
‘German Nationalist,' which, of course, is not identical with the Party 
which to-day goes by this name." 

(This section of his book was first published in 1925) 

" This development took place rapidly in my case, so that at 15 I 
already understood the distinction between dynastic patriotism and 
racial ( vdlkisch ) nationalism and at that time already I was concerned 
with the latter only." (pp. 10-11). 

Herr Hitler explains, as a boy, how he came to like ‘history/ 
and what this meant for him. 

<b) First Training in " History." 

" The art of reading , as of learning, means to remember essentials and 
to forget unessentials. 

" It was perhaps decisive for my whole later life that good fortune 
gave me a history teacher who was one of the very few to understand 
how to make this method dominant in teaching and in examination. 
My professor at that period, Dr. Leopold Poetsch, at the Linz secondary 
school ( Realschule ), possessed this qualification in a truly ideal manner 

. . . .Even today I remember with tender emotion the grey-haired man 
who, in the ardour of his descriptions, made us many a time forget the 
present, charmed us back into past ages, and, out of the mist of the 
centuries, transformed dry historical facts into living reality. 

We sat there, often filled with burning enthusiasm, sometimes 
moved even to tears.... 

41 ....Our puny national fanaticism became for him a medium for 
our education. For more than once, merely by appealing to our sense 
of national honour, he restored discipline more rapidly than would 
have been possible by any other method. 

0 This teacher made history my favourite subject ." (/>. 12). 
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The young revolutionary emerges ! 

44 J became too, at the same time—probably without his intention, a 
young revolutionary. 

“ Who could study German history under such a teacher without 
becoming an enemy of the State which, through its ruling House, 
influenced the fate of the nation in such a disastrous manner ? 

“ Who, in brief, could preserve loyalty towards a dynasty which in 
the past and in the present has continually betrayed the interests of the 
German people for the sake of its own infamous advantages ?" (p. 12). 

His hatred of Austria as something independent of Bismarck's 
Germany takes shape : 

44 Did we not know, as boys, that this Austrian State did not and 
indeed could not bear any love towards us Germans ? 

“ Daily experience helped us very much to understand the historical 
role the House of Hapsburg had played in our history. In the North and 
in the South the poison of alien races corroded the national body 
( Volkstum ) f and even Vienna was visibly becoming more and more an 
un-German city. The Imperial House introduced Czech influence 
wherever possible, and it was the hand of the Goddess of eternal justice 
and pitiless retribution which slew the deadliest enemy of Austrian 
Germanism, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand, by the bullet that he 
himself had helped to shape. For it was he who had been the patron 
of this process cf the imposition from above of Slavism upon Austria.’ 
(pp. T2-13). 

In this passionate attitude towards the Hapsburgs and 
Austria the child was father of the man. 

" .... In my earliest youth 1 arrived at the conclusion which 1 have 
never abandoned, but which time has only deepened : 

“That the creation of a strong Germany presupposes the destruction of 
Austria. Further ; national feeling is in no respect identical with dynastic- 
patriotism and especially I felt that the Imperial House of Hapsburg was 
destined to be a calamity for the German nation. 

“ Already at that time I had drawn the consequences : Ardent 
love towards my German-Austrian homeland ; deep hatred against 
the Austrian State.” (p. 14). 

In youth, too, as was indicated in the first citation, was 
discovered and nurtured his: 

(c) Enthusiasm for War. 

“ Nothing grieved me so much... .in my young years as the thought 
that I had been born just in an age when apparently only shopkeepers 
and civil servants and State officials had a chance to attain to lame .... 
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” Why had I net been born a hundred years earlier, say, about the 
time of the wars of liberation, when a man really had a value even 
without a ‘business' and the trafficking in the market ? 

” Indeed, even as a boy, I was no ‘pacifist,’ and all educational efforts 
in this direction were futile." (p. 172). 

The Boer War was not lost on. the boy Hitler : 


Like sheet lightning the Boer War flamed before my boyish eyes. 
Impatiently I waited every day for the newspapers and devoured 
despatches and reports and was happy merely to be a witness even from 
a distance of this heroic struggle." (p. 172). 

In boyhood he took sides with the Japanese : 


By the time of the Russo-Japanese War I was already much more 
developed, but also more critical. From a more national point of view 
1 had already taken sides ... I immediately placed myself on the side 
ot the Japanese. I saw in a defeat of the Russians a defeat of Austrian 
Slavism." (p. 173). 

In these citations Herr Hitler explains how the foundations 
were laid of the Soldier and of the Racial Nationalist. Passages 
follow, during his experiences as a builder's labourer and 
painter in Vienna, which indicate his growth into National 
Socialism , with its accompaniment of Anti-Marxism and 
Anti-Semitism. 

(d) Herr Hiti.er as a Young Man in Vienna. 


" At this period my eyes were to be opened to two dangers, of neither 
of which I had until now scarcely known the names. Certainly I had 
not understood their terrible significance for the existence of the German 
people. These dangers were Marxism and Jewry .... 


“ Even to-day this city (Vienna) can awaken only gloomy thoughts 
in my mind. Five years of misery and despair are contained for me in 
the name of this city. Five years in which, first as an unskilled labourer 
and then as a working painter, I had to earn my daily bread ; my truly 
scanty bread which never even sufficed to satisfy ordinary hunger . . ." 
(p. 20). 

These twin enemies, combined with personal misery, led 
to much search and mental activity. 

" During that period I read a great deal and l read thoroughly. The 
free time which my work left me was devoted entirely to my studies. 
In a few years I built up in this way the foundations of knowledge on 
which I am still drawing to-day." (p. 20). 
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It was in Vienna, he says, that he acquired the outlook 
which remained in subsequent years unchanged : 

“ But more even than this. 

“ During this period I created for myself an outlook and a con¬ 
ception of the universe which became the granite foundation of my 
present course of action. To what I thus built up I have had to add 
but little ; there was nothing to alter." (p. 21). 

He describes his early acquaintance with Marxist Socialism 
in Vienna. 

(e) First Contacts with Social Democracy. 

" What I knew in my youth about Social Democracy was very little 
and thoroughly incorrect. 

" That it fought for universal suffrage and the secret ballot gave me 
satisfaction. My reason told me, at this early period, that this must 
lead to a weakening of the Hapsburg regime which I so deeply hated . . . 

“ Thus I was not unsympathetic towards this particular activity of 
Social Democracy. Further, that it was endeavouring to raise the 
standard of living of the workers, as then I was innocent enough to 
believe, equally appeared to me to speak rather in its favour than 
against it. What most repelled me was its hostile attitude towards 
the struggle for the preservation of Germanism, and the miserable 
courting of the favour of the Slav ‘comrades' who accepted this affection 
so long as it was associated with practical concessions, but otherwise 
maintained an attitude of arrogant contempt, thus giving the im¬ 
portunate beggars their deserts.” 

The contact was momentous in result : 

“ . . . . And what otherwise would have happened only after decades 
1 now acquired in the course of a few months : the understanding 
that under the disguise of social virtue and humanitarianism a pestilence 
was spreading from which mankind ought to rid itself as quickly as 
possible if it was not to perish from the earth.” (p. 39). 

He describes his first contact with Austrian Social Dem¬ 
ocracy : 

“ My first contact with Social Democracy took place while I was 
employed in the building trade. 

”... Perhaps I should not have taken any notice at all of my new 
environment, if an event had not occurred on the third or fourth day 
which immediately compelled me to adopt an attitude towards it. I 
was asked to join the organisation. 

“ My knowledge of Trade Union organisation was at that time still 
non-existent. I could not prove whether their existence was justified 
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or not. As it was explained to me that I must join, I refused to do so. 
I explained that I did not understand the matter, but that in any case 
I was not going to be forced to do anything. The first of these objections 
was perhaps the reason why I was not immediately thrown out. They 
may have hoped that in a few days I should be converted or give way. 
In any case they were thoroughly disappointed ... In two weeks I came 
to know my environment better so that no power on earth could have 
induced me to join an organization, the members of which had, in the 
meanwhile, appeared in so unfavourable a light.” (p. 40). 

Herr Hitler describes the consequences of this rejection 
of the Marxist Trade Union. 

“ During the very first few days, I lost my temper. 

At midday some of them went to the nearest public house, whilst 
others stayed on the building site and there consumed a meal, usually 
very poor . . . Towards the end of the week the number of these 
increased ; why, I understood only later. This was the time for politics. 

" I drank my bottle of milk and ate my bread in some corner and 
carefully studied my new surroundings or pondered my miserable lot. 
Yet I heard more than enough. It often seemed to me as if they moved 
nearer to me, perhaps in order to draw me into the discussion. In any 
case, what I heard was such as to make me extremely indignant. They 
rejected everything : the Nation, as an invention of the ‘capitalist classes' 
—how often had I to hear that phrase ; the Fatherland, as an instrument 
of the bourgeoisie for the exploitation of the working class ; the authority 
of Law, as a means of the suppression of the proletariat; the Schools 
as an institution for training slaves as well as slave-owners ; religion, 
as a drug for people destined to be exploited ; morals, as a sign of 
sheep-like stupidity, and so on. There was absolutely nothing at all 
that was not dragged into the mire of a horrible abyss.” (p. 41). 

Herr Hitler describes his inward struggle : 

” At first I tried to keep silence, but in the end I could do so no 
longer. I began to take sides, I began to contradict. Then, of course, 

I had to realise that to do so was quite hopeless so long as I had not at 
least a certain knowledge of the points that were being disputed. Thus 
I began to enquire at the sources from which they drew their would-be 
wisdom ...” (p. 41). 

Herr Hitler describes how his ‘reason’ is met with ‘force’ 
and 'terror' : 

On the building site, however, the debate often became hot. I 
fought, and daily became better informed than my opponents on their 
own subjects, until one day they used the means which certainly over¬ 
comes reason most easily : terror—force. Some of the spokesmen of 
the other side compelled me to choose between leaving the building at 
once or being thrown off the scaffolding. As I was alone, resistance 
seemed to be hopeless, and, richer by mv experience, I preferred to 
leave. 
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" At that time, my mind struggled with the problem whether these 
men were still worthy to belong to a great nation." (pp. 39-42). 

Herr Hitler goes on to describe the evolution of his second 
fateful negation. 

(f) How He Became an Anti-semite. 

It was only in Vienna that the word Jew took on a meaning : 

“ It was not until I was about fourteen or fifteen years old that I 
frequently encountered the word Jew ... I felt a slight aversion towards 
it and could not resist an unpleasant feeling which always used to steal 
over me when I was present at confessional and religious rows 
(Stflfnfeerden). 

“ At that time I regarded the question as nothing more than this.” 
(p. 55 ). 


He reverts to his earlier home experiences : 

“ There were only a few Jews in Linz. In the course of the century 
they had been outwardly Europeanized and had become human. 
Indeed I even thought they were Germans. The folly of this illusion 
was not very evident to me because I saw the only mark of distinction 
in their different faith. That they had been persecuted, as I thought, 
on this account, made me feel disgusted when I heard unfavourable 
comments about them.” (p. 55). 

The French nation is made partly responsible for his 
awakening : 

” What got on my nerves also was the surely disgusting cult in France 
which was at that time going on in the national press. One had to be 
frankly ashamed of being a German when one read these sentimental 
hymns of praise of that ‘great culture nation' ... I preferred to read 
the ' Volksblatt* (an anti-Semitic paper) ...” (p. 58). 

Herr Hitler indicates the evolution of the Anti-semitic in 
him as the hardest struggle of his life. It took two years 
before Feeling and Reason were both marching on the 
same road : 

“If in the course of time my views on the question of Anti-semitism 
changed, this may have been my most difficult transformation. 

“ It brought me into the deepest internal conflicts, and only after 
reason and feeling had wrestled for months did reason begin to gain the 
upper hand. Two years later feeling followed reason and from then 
on was its truest guardian and guide.” (p. 59). 

The next passage is reminiscent of Carlyle's “ Everlasting 
Nay ” in his Sartor Resartus : 

“Walking through the city of Vienna 1 suddenly came upon a person 
with black curls in a long caftan. Is this also a Jew ? was my first thought. 
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“ Certainly they did not look like this in Linz. Furtively and care¬ 
fully I observed the man, but the longer I stared into this alien face 
and examined its every inch, the more the first question changed its 
form in my brain. Is this also a German ? ” (p. 59). 

It was not his eyes only : 

“ Later I was often sickened by the smell of these caftan-wearers. 
To this I must add their dirty clothing and their unheroic appearance. 

“ All this was bound to have a very disabling effect. But one could 
not help being repelled when, in addition to their physical uncleanliness 
one suddenly discovered the moral dirtiness of the Chosen Race.” 
,(p. 61). 

‘The plot deepens : 


“ The fact that nine-tenths of all literary filth, artistic rubbish (Kitsch) 
and theatrical imbecility were to be laid to the charge of a race to which 
scarcely a hundredth part of the total population belonged could not 
be denied ; it was a fact.” (p. 62). 

Illumination : 

“ I saw now in another light the liberal attitude of the press. The 
dignified tone in which it answered attacks as well as the way it ignored 
them was now disclosed to me as a trick which was as clever as it was 
infamous. Its charmingly written theatrical criticisms always gave 
credit to the Jewish author and reserved their disapproval for none 
but the German. Their persistent pin-pricks at Wilhelm II, as well 
as their booming of French culture and civilization, betrayed method. 
The lack of taste in novels now became indecency, and in the language 
I detected the sounds of an alien people. The implications, however, 
were so obviously harmful to Germanism that this could only be 
intentional.” (p. 63). 

’The Villains of the Piece : 


“ When I recognised the Jews as the leaders of Social Democracy, 
the scales began to fall from my eyes. A long internal conflict thus 
came to an end.” (p. 64). 

Herr Hitler weeps over the misguided workers in the 
Jerusalem he has discovered : 

“ One thing had now become clear to me. The Party with whose 
minor representatives 1 had to fight out the most bitter struggles . . . 
was in its leadership almost exclusively in the hands of an alien people. 
For that the Jew is no German I now definitely knew to my secret 
satisfaction. 

“ Now, however, for the first time I came to know better the corruplors 
vof our people. - - . 
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2. HITLER AND THE WORLD WAR 


As is well known, Hitler had left Vienna and was living 
at Munich two years before the outbreak of the world war. 
He writes about : 

(a) The Causes of the World War. 

The cause, one should say. For to Herr Hitler nothing 
is more simple or plain ; what he calls ‘international Jewish 
finance* is the villain of the piece : 

“ By a general attack upon Germany, each (of the heterogeneous 

allies) could hope to enrich himself at the expense of Austria. 

International Jewish finance used this bait in order to carry through 
their longed-for plan of the destruction of Germany, which had not 
yet given in to the general system of inter-State control of finance and 
industry. Only thus could they weld together a coalition, strong and bold, 
because of the sheer numerical strength of their marching armies of 
millions and ready at last to overpower the horny Siegfried.’’ (pp. 162-163) 


He blames the German Government of that time for not 
having declared war at an earlier date when a German victory 
could have been secured : 

“ The fault of the German Government was this : that merely for 
the sake of preserving peace it let slip the favourable opportunities for 
striking the first blow. It entangled itself in the alliance for the pres¬ 
ervation of world-peace, and thus became at last the victim^ of a world 
coalition which was determined . . . to resort to a world war.” (p. 176)- 


The German masses were all right : 


“ The war of 1914, God knows, was not forced upon the masses, but 
was demanded by the whole German nation.” (p. T76). 

(b) Hitler's War Enthusiasm. 

Herr Hitler describes himself in 1914 as the perfect Nordic 
warrior : 

“ To this day I am not ashamed to say that, overcome by a storm 
of enthusiasm, I sank upon my knees and, from an overflowing heart, 
thanked Heaven that I had been granted the happiness of being allowed 
to live in this age.” (p. 177). 

And again : 

“ So often had I sung ‘Deutschland fiber Alles ’ and shouted a full- 
throated 4 Heil ,’ that it seemed to me almost a belated act of grace to be 
allowed now to stand in the court of the eternal Judge as a witness for 
the truth of this sentiment.” (p. 179)- 
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“ More than once 1 was tormented by the thought that if Providence 
had placed me in the position of these incompetent or criminal heads, 
of our propaganda service, our fight against Fate would have been 
taken up in quite a different way. 

“ During these months I felt for the first time all the malice of Fate 
which kept me at the Front and in a position in which a chance shot 
from any nigger’s rifle might lay me low, whilst in a different place I 
could have rendered a very different service to my Fatherland. 

" For that 1 should have succeeded in this I was already then bold 
enough to believe. 

“ But I was only a nameless individual, one among eight millions! 

" So it was better to keep my mouth shut and to do my duty as well as 
1 could in the place in which I found myself.” (p. 206). 

Attacking the enemy restores his enthusiasm. He can 
still write like this of the last stage of the war : 

“ I had the good fortune to be able to take part in the first and second 1 
offensives and in the last. 

M These have become the most tremendous impressions of my life ; 
tremendous, because now for the last time the fight, just as in 19M* 
lost the character of defence and assumed that ol attack. A breath ol 
relief ran through the trenches of the German army when, after more 
than three and a half years in hell ... the day of retaliation came at 
last. Once more the victorious battalions rejoiced and the last wreaths 
of immortal laurel were hung on the victorious banners. Once more, 
the endless marching columns roared to Heaven the songs of the Father- 
land, and for the last time the grace of God smiled upon his ungrateful 
children.” (pp. 217-218). 

Herr Hitler then develops the view of the ‘stab in the 
back' which became the stock-in-trade and rhetoric of the 
Nazi Party and has since permeated the history instruction 
of German Schools : 

•• At the eleventh hour, when Victory was already promising to 
march with the German banners, the Jews grasped a suitable means 
to nip in the bud the German attack of the Spring and to make victory 
impossible. 

“They organised the munition strike.” (p. 213) 

He is faced with German defeat and 

(d) The End of the War. 

”... then came the most horrible certainty of my life. The rumours 
became increasingly depressing. What 1 had taken to be a local affair 
turned out to he a general revolution. On top ol this came the shameful 
news from the Front. They wanted to capitulate. Was such a thing 
at all possible ? 

“ On November 10th ... we learnt the whole truth.” (p. 222). 
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sought quite elsewhere than in the purely military loss of a few positions 
or the failure of an offensive. For if the Front as such, had really failed 
and if this calamity had led to the doom of the Fatherland, the German 
people would have accepted defeat in quite another spirit. In that 
case we should have endured the misfortune which followed with 
clenched teeth or with the lamentation of overwhelming grief. Then 
rage and fury would have filled our hearts against the enemy, who 
through the whims of fortune, or by the will of Fate, had become the 
victor. Then, like the Roman Senate, the nation would have met the 
beaten divisions with the thanks of the Fatherland for the sacrifices 
they had made, and with the prayer not to despair of the Reich. Even 
the^ capitulation would have been signed only with the brain, whilst 
the heart would have been throbbing with the approaching revolt. 

“ Thus would a defeat have been accepted if it had been due to 
Fate alone. Then there would have been no laughter and dancing 
nor boasts of cowardice or glorification of defeat. No one would have 
insulted the fighting troops and dragged their cockades in the mud ...” 

(p. 251). 

<f) The Revolution of 1918. 

Herr Hitler argues that the reason why the Revolution of 
1918 was not a revolution was that the Jews, whom he sees 
always in charge of it, were afraid. 

“ The German revolution (of 1918) had to appear moderate in its 
form in order to avoid the danger of being suddenly smashed up by a 
few German divisions. If, at that time, only a single military com¬ 
mander had made up his mind at the head of his loyal division to pull 
down the red rag; to put the ‘ Worker’s Councils ' with their backs 
to the wall and to break down any possible resistance with mines 
and hand grenades, this battalion would have swollen to an army 
of sixty Divisions in less than a month. This, more than anything else, 
made the Jewish wire-pullers tremble with fear, and . . therefore the 

revolution must not be allowed to turn Bolshevist ...” (pp. 588-9). 

It was then that he made a forecast which has since become 
famous : 

“ Some time, a German National Court will have to sentence and 
execute some ten thousand of the . . . November criminals .... 

(p. 611). 

In pursuit of his new vocation 

<g) Hitler Begins His Public Speaking. 

“ One of those who took part in the course of instruction began . . . 
to break a lance for the Jews . . . This provoked me to a reply. By far 
the majority of those present agreed with me. 1 he result was that a 
few days later I was ordered to join one of the Munich regiments of 
that time as a so-called training-officer. 

“ I began with enthusiasm. Now, at last, I was offered the 
opportunity to speak before a larger audience. And 1 vhat without know¬ 
ing I luid hitherto assumed by instinct, now emerged in fact. 1 kneiv how 
to speak -” (p. 235). 
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The discovery of his new ability drives him on : 
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3. HITLER AND THE FORMER RULERS OF GERMANY. 

Fortified by the sense of his coming mission, and illumined 
by the sacred ideas of the German Race, Racial Nationalism, 
the triumphant Soldier's Reich, with the accompanying 
negations of Anti-Semitism and Anti-Marxism, he surveys 
the ruin of the closed epoch of the Second Reich. 

He attacks the ‘bourgeoisie' for their lack ol understanding 
of the German worker. The heart of the German worker, 
he is sure, was always sound : 

The Mistakes of the Bourgeoisie. 

“ The bourgeoisie on countless occasions and in the most clumsy 
immoral manner opposed, even . . . justified demands without being 
able to obtain or even to expect any advantage from such an attitude. 
As a result the most decent workers were driven from Trade Union 
organization into political activity. 1 ' (p. 47 )- 

It is the ‘bourgeoisie,' he thinks, which bears a major 
responsibility for having caused millions of misguided 
German workers to pass into the ranks of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party. 

“Surelv millions of workers at heart were at first enemies of the 
Social Democratic Party. But their resistance was overcome by the 
quite insane way in which the bourgeois parties frequently opposed 
every social demand. The simply stupid rejection of every attempt 
to improve the conditions of labour . . . assisted in driving the masses 
into the net of Social Democracy, which gratefully seized upon 
every occasion of such deplorable behaviour. Never can our political 
‘bourgeoisie’ make good the wrong it has thus committed. for in 
offering resistance to every attempt at eliminating social abuses it sowed 
hatred and apparently justified even the assertions of the deadly enemies 
of the nation that only the Social Democratic Party represented the 
interests of the working people.” (pp. 47-48)- 

It is because the ‘bourgeoisie’ lacked Herr Hitler’s Racial 
Conception of the State and the Racial Interpretation of 
History and Life, that they were doomed to failure. 

" The middle classes (burgerliche Welt) by detaching the conception 
of the State from all racial obligations without being able to substitute 
another equally acceptable formulation, paved the way for a doctrine 
which is a negation of the State as such. 

" In this field alone, the struggle of the middle classes against the 
Marxist International is doomed to fail. It has long ago thrown over¬ 
board the fundamentals without which its own ideas cannot be sup¬ 
ported.” (p. 43 0- 

So understanding the reason for the failures of the Second 
Reich, Herr Hitler, with true missionary sense lets his life- 
story become the symbol of the banner and the battle-cry 
of the coming Third Reich. 
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In connection with the subject matter of this pamphlet, 
the attention of readers is drawn to the following Pamphlets 
in this Series. 

No. 6—The Military Preparedness of German Industry. 

No. 7—Speeches on Germany, with a Foreword by Sir 
Austen Chamberlain, K.G., P.C., M.P. 

No. 9—One Year of Hitlerism, by “ The Times” Correspond¬ 
ent in Berlin, with a Foreword by Sir Edward 
Grigg, M.P. 

No. 10—The Military Science of Professor Banse, with a 
Foreword by Admiral Sir Herbert Richmond. 

No. 14—Hindenburg’s 44 Political Testament.” 

No. 16—German Foreign Policy Before the War. The 1907 
Memorandum of Sir Eyre Crowe, with a Foreword by 
Hilaire Belloc. 

No. 17—Education under Hitler, by Vivian Ogilvie, with a 
Foreword by Dr. G. P. Gooch. 

No. 22—Hitlerism : Why and Whither ; some Aspects of a 
Religious Revolution, by Prof. George Norlin, 
President of the University of Colorado, with a 
Foreword by the Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fisher, Oxford. 

No. 25—The New Spirit of Military Education by Professor 
Dr. Ziegler, with a Foreword by Major-General Sir 
Charles Gwynn, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. 

No. 29—Hitler's Thirteen Points. Adolf Hitler. 

No. 30—Hitler’s Thirteen Points : A Criticism, by the Rt. 
Hon. Sir Malcolm Robertson, G.C.M.G., K.B.E. 

No. 32—The German Refugees and The League of Nations, 
by James G. McDonald, with a Foreword by Viscount 
Cecil. 

Any of the above pamphlets may be had for 3d. each, post 
free ; the above set of twelve pamphlets, 3/- post free. 

A specimen copy of the 44 Monthly Survey of German Publi¬ 
cations” will be sent on application. 

All communications should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Friends of Euro pe, 122, St. Stephen's House, Westminster , 
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